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Etymology Scavenger Hunt 
For this assignment, you will need a dictionary that includes the etymology of words and also gives the definitions of common roots, affixes, and stems.
1. Find the Greek word for school. What does it mean?
2. Find the Old English words for mother and father.
3. Find the abbreviation for Chinese.
4. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -graph- .
5. Find the Latin root in the word incredible. What does it mean? 
6. Find two words that use the Greek root -therm-.

7. Find two words that use the Greek root -poly-.
8. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -bio- .
9. Find the Latin root in the word subterranean. 

10. Find the Latin roots that mean light.
11. Find the Latin root for the English word illiterate. What does it mean?
12. What is the meaning of the Latin word commemorare. What English word is derived from it?
13. In a dictionary entry, what does “L” stand for?
14. Find the Old English word for house.
15. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -anthropo- .
16. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -auto- .
17. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -psycho- .
18. Find the English meaning of the Latin root -labor- .
19. Find five English words that were created after 1900. 
20. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -photo- .
21. Find the English meaning of the Latin root -scrib- .
22. Explain how the word volcano is related to the Roman god Vulcan.

23. Find the mythological story behind the word atlas.

24. Find two words that are derived from American Spanish.
25. Find the abbreviation for words that come from the Bible.
Answers 
1. Find the Greek word for school. What does it mean? scholē, leisure, discussion, lecture, free time
2. Find the Old English words for mother and father. modor and fæder
3. Find the abbreviation for Chinese. Ch.
4. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -graph- . picture, writing, or drawing
5. Find the Latin root in the word “incredible.” What does it mean?  cred, belief or trust
6. Find two words that use the Greek root therm. thermal, thermometer, thermonuclear, thermostat, hypothermia, thermodynamics

7. Find two words that use the Greek root poly. polygon, polynomial, polytheism, polyandrous, polygraph, polygamy, polygraph, polyvore
8. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -bio- . life
9. Find the Latin root in the word subterranean. terra (means earth)
10. Find the Latin roots that mean light. luc, lus, lun, lumen, lumin  Students will have to think of words that mean light or are very similar to light, and then look at the roots for those words. For example, illuminate, luminary, lucent, lumen, lunar, luster 
11. Find the Latin root for the English word illiterate. What does it mean? illiteratus Uneducated or unable to read and write
12. What does the Latin word commemorare mean. What English word is derived from it. memory, to remember. (they won’t be able to look up the word commemorare but they should be able to figure out that they need to find a very similar word, which will lead them to commemorate and to the meaning of the Latin commemorare.
13. In a dictionary entry, what does “L” stand for.  Latin
14. Find the Old English word for house. hūs
15. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -anthropo- . human
16. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -auto- . self
17. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -psycho- . mind
18. Find the English meaning of the Latin root -labor- . To slip or slide (The dictionary may refer them to the word “sleep” in order to find the complete explanation of this root.)
19. Find five English words that were created after 1900. Atomic clock, email, internet, computerese, telephoto, teleprinter, pressure cooker, pressure cabin... there are many of these. Students will have to scan the dictionary and look for entries and that have the year in parentheses. Encourage them to try to think of things that are probably new and check to see when the word was invented.
20. Find the English meaning of the Greek root -photo- . light
21. Find the English meaning of the Latin root -scrib- . write
22. Explain how the word volcano is related to the Roman god Vulcan. Volcano comes from the L. roots Vulcan. Vulcan is the Roman god of fire and metalworking.
23. Explain why a book of maps is called an atlas.

24. Find two words that are derived from American Spanish. Mariachi, siesta, taco, burrito, enchilada, Macarena... there are hundreds of possibilities. Any word that has AmerSp. in the entry.
25. Find the abbreviation for words that come from the Bible.  bib 
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